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� Small, slight, and delicately - made or     

proportioned,  quick, agile and delicate  

( as in movement or thought ), having an 

otherworldly, unearthly or magical quality. 

     

                      - Webster’s Dictionary.    
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EDITORIAL 
Is it just me, or have others noticed it too? Like the speed of an Elfin, 2016 has just flown past and 
here we are thinking what best to buy our friends and loved ones for Christmas. Don’t forget some 
Elfin merchandise to put in the Christmas stocking!  
On the local scene, Elfins continue to acquit themselves with distinction in Historic events, and well 
done to all those proud owners who help maintain the fine tradition of our marque. From Formula 
5000 to Formula Vee and everything in between, Elfins are well to the fore, and we salute everyone 
who is out there competing and having fun. 
And then there are those especially lucky members who venture further afield and wave the Elfin 
banner overseas. This year BILL HEMMING, MARK GOLDSMITHBILL HEMMING, MARK GOLDSMITHBILL HEMMING, MARK GOLDSMITHBILL HEMMING, MARK GOLDSMITH and RICHARD RICHARD RICHARD RICHARD 

NITSCHKENITSCHKENITSCHKENITSCHKE have kept us well informed of their exploits....(well, some of them!), while LAURIE LAURIE LAURIE LAURIE 

BENNETTBENNETTBENNETTBENNETT continues to do great things in his big McLaren sports car and again had the 
Australian national anthem played at Spa after yet another class win. He plans to be back in 
Europe in 2017 and we wish him continued success. 
Off the track, EODC members continue to occupy key positions in the administration of motor 
sport. BOB CRACKNELL. BOB CRACKNELL. BOB CRACKNELL. BOB CRACKNELL does a fine job as chairman of the CAMS Historic Commission, while 
PAUL HAMILTONPAUL HAMILTONPAUL HAMILTONPAUL HAMILTON continues to represent Australia internationally on the FIA Historic 
Commission. Paul succeeded another highly respected EODC member GRAHAM HOINVILLE GRAHAM HOINVILLE GRAHAM HOINVILLE GRAHAM HOINVILLE in 
this key role.  
In Adelaide we have PETER WHELANPETER WHELANPETER WHELANPETER WHELAN who is President of the Sporting Car Club of S.A., and 
in this issue you can read of his recent activities. All around Australia we have people doing great 
things in the name of Elfin and motor sport. 
Looking back over 2016, a highlight was our EODC Grand Prix barbeque held as usual at the Elfin 
Heritage Centre in Melbourne. It was special this year in that members of GARRIE GARRIE GARRIE GARRIE & LORRAINE& LORRAINE& LORRAINE& LORRAINE    

COOPER’S COOPER’S COOPER’S COOPER’S family attended – daughter Julie and son Steve came across from Adelaide and had a 
thoroughly enjoyable night. It will be on again in 2017 on the Friday night before the Australian F1 
Grand Prix, so put it on your “must do” list now – March will be with us before we know it! Many 
thanks to BILL HEMMING,BILL HEMMING,BILL HEMMING,BILL HEMMING, Deb, CHERYLCHERYLCHERYLCHERYL and the team of helpers who make this our big social 
event of the year.  
It’s also that time of year when we ask you to part with $25 for your membership renewal of the 
EODC. Also keep your eye out for new members. They don’t have to be owners or drivers, but just 
have a love for the cars we love. 
Finally, Cheryl and I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and safe Christmas, and may 2017 be 
memorable for us all. Happy Elfinning!          
BriqueBriqueBriqueBrique 
 
 

EODC DIRECT CREDIT DETAILS 
Bank Account No.  5003785        BSB 633-000              Bendigo & Adelaide Bank 

Make sure your NAME appears on the transaction so your payment can be identified. 
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BITS ‘N’ PIECES: 
 

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS FOR PETER WHELAN: 
It’s good to welcome back PETER WHELAN as an Elfin owner after several other makes in 
between – and it’s best of both worlds for the South Australian. “I’ve always loved Elfins”’ he said 
at the recent Historic Sandown meeting, “and I also have a passion for Alfa Romeos”. What better 
car to buy than DAVID MEDLEY’S Elfin 600 Alfa (chassis No. 6805). 
This car was originally fitted with an Alfa 1600 engine and was first owned by Jim McGuire of 
Sydney. Peter thinks that McGuire didn’t race the car himself, but put others in the driver’s seat 
before selling it to Noel Potts. Subsequent owners were Bruce Rae and A.C. Simpson before the 
600 moved to DAVID MEDLEY in 1988. 

The Elfin Alfa was not used in competition before Medley 
undertook a complete restoration between 2000 and 2005, 
after which it was raced by Ross Hodgson. However, it hasn’t 
been campaigned in the past four years. 
“I hope to have the car ready early in 2017”, said the 
enthusiastic new owner. “A new engine has to be built, and that’s 
the main job. It would be great to have the Elfin ready for the 
Phillip Island Classic meeting – but maybe that’s a bit ambitious”. 
It will be good to see this car back in action – and to see PETER 
WHELAN back behind the wheel of an Elfin again. 
 

 

ADELAIDE MOTORSPORT FESTIVAL RE-LIVES THE GRAND PRIX DAYS: 
Adelaide hosted 11 memorable F1 Grands Prix between 1985 and 1995. These days the memories 
live on with the Adelaide Motorsport Festival centred in Victoria Park and taking in part of the 
original Grand Prix street circuit. That man again, PETER WHELAN was one of the driving forces 
behind establishing the Festival and was obviously delighted with the outcome of the 2016 event 
held on 17-20 November. As well as a diverse range of trade tents and food stalls, various classic 
car clubs were out in force displaying their beautifully presented vehicles.  
But the main interest was on-track, incorporating the Classic Adelaide Rally, the Shannon’s Prima 
Tour and the Victoria Park Sprint. A great selection of historic touring cars, sports cars and 
classic motorcycles took to the track for spirited laps of the circuit, but most interest was the 
return of three F1 stars of yesteryear to take part in the sprint events. Stefan Johansson (1985 
Ferrari), Pier Luigi Martini (1989 Minardi – the car that qualified 3rd that year), and Ivan Capelli 
(1989 Leyton House March) were back in action some 30 years later, and gave the fans a taste of 
what F1 was like in a previous era. And how about the scream of the 12-cylinder Ferrari through 
Victoria Park - they don’t sound like that any more! Joining this illustrious group was EODC 
member IAN ROSS with his Beatrice Lola, the car Alan Jones drove unsuccessfully in the 1985 
Australian GP. Ian had a great weekend, and my thanks to him for providing me with an admission 
pass. 
Other EODC members taking part were PHIL CARTER (Elfin 700), 
PHILLIP LANE (Elfin 700), MARK GOLDSMITH (Lotus Elan) and 
RON GUPPY (Lola Formula Ford).... there may have been others, 
but these were the ones I met. 
Congratulations to the Sporting Car Club of SA., Club President 
PETER WHELAN and the hard working AMF Advisory Board, and 
may the Festival flourish in the years ahead. 
 
 

(PHILLIP LANE obviously enjoyed his track time in the Elfin 700).  
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      BITS ‘N’ PIECES 
 

PENNY’S HILL CELLARS HOSTS TRIBUTE TO ELFIN & GARRIE COOPER 
 

The following day, November 21, a fitting tribute was paid to GARRIE COOPER 
at Penny’s Hill Cellars (at right)  in South Australia’s McLaren Vale. The occasion 
was a fine lunch with an accompanying selection of Penny’s Hill wines, and the 
function was attended by 70 motoring enthusiasts including a number of EODC 
members. 
Our host for the day was TONY PARKINSON, and MC was former Adelaide 
Grand Prix PR man, Mike Drewer. Mike drove his Elfin Clubman Type 3 (below 
left) to the lunch and said he stopped for coffee at Kangarilla. When the owner 
recognised the car he told Mike that CLIFF COOPER used to live opposite.  
(I bet Mr. Cooper’s roses are looking magnificent right now....ed.) 

Inside two Elfins were on display – the prototype Formula Junior 
(below right) of MARK POOLE, and TREVOR LAMBERT’S mighty 
ME5 sports car. 
Various Elfin people were called upon to share their memories of 
Garrie and Elfin Sports Cars, including BARRY CATFORD, author 
of the Elfin book, Dale Koennecke, one of Garrie’s leading 
employees, BILL HEMMING, founder of the Elfin Heritage 
Centre, and DAVID DOWSEY, who is currently writing a new 
book on Elfin. Others interviewed were IAN HOBBS, Elfin 
historian and well known for his Elfin photo albums, STAN KEEN, 
NOEL HURD and MALCOLM RAMSAY, top Elfin competitors, 

and Australian Sports Car champions  PHIL MOORE and HENRY MICHELL. (Phil looked resplendid 
in his Elfin “Tour to Tarrengower” T-shirt, although it appears to have shrunk over the years). 
The evergreen IAN BROCK came along, and IAN HOBBS recounted the 
story of how each year the veteran racer used to add another number to 
the race number on his Elfin Streamliner. “Last time I saw his car it was 
showing 91”, said IAN HOBBS. Unfortunately IAN BROCK lost his role 
delivering Meals on Wheels because they always arrived cold....(he does 
enjoy a chat). “I think he should go back to racing”, said IAN HOBBS.  
The new owner of the Brock Streamliner, DAN JEFFRIES also came along 
to enjoy the celebrations. Another attendee was Steve Harkness who 
drove the transporter during the Ansett Team Elfin era. One notable 
absentee was Steve Cooper who unfortunately had to sort out a problem 
at home with a house repairer. 
It was a great occasion, and a fitting tribute to GARRIE COOPER, Elfin 
Sports Cars and the world class racing machinery that came out of the factory at Conmurra Ave., 
Edwardstown. 
My thanks to BARRY CATFORD for providing accommodation for journalist Steve Normoyle and 
myself, to RON GUPPY for transporting us to and from the airport, and mien host TONY 
PARKINSON and his friendly staff at Penny’s Hill Cellars for their excellent hospitality.  
 

 
No doubt about the stamina of BILL HEMMING. Bill competed at Sydney Motorsport Park on the 
Saturday, drove his transporter back to Melbourne over night, then caught a plane to Adelaide in 
time for the lunch. Lucky he has youth on his side! 
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TECHNICAL - ENGINE MOUNTS SWAP IN AN ELFIN MS8 

I acquired my Elfin in February 2016, purchasing it from first owner Leroy Day (Port 
Macquarie). Getting to know a new car you invariably find things you want to change or update. I’m 
no exception and as someone who is a bit fussy when something isn’t quite right, I have to fix it. 
We had the car on a hoist recently and noticed the standard engine mounts had deteriorated to 
the point you couldn’t slide a cigarette paper between the sump and the cross member. Probably 
due no doubt to Leroy’s ‘track enjoyment’ in the past and yes there were score marks on the sump 
from hitting the cross member! Clearly the mounts had failed and needed replacing.  
Fellow club member and brother in law, ROHAN MAY suggested instead of the standard dunny 
door one’s I try Tuff Mounts from Muscle Garage in SA. He’s fitted them in his GTM and so I 
ordered a set. The standard VZ LS1 mounts were not suitable as the bottom bracket thread was 
too short. I contacted Jason @ Muscle Garage and he quickly made up a new set with the bottom 
thread length 30mm longer. Joel Beatson from JRB in Bright, north east Vic where I live took 
about an hour or so and the job was done. 
So why this article? Well first thing to highlight is that parts wear out, my car has done 17kms 
and in speaking with other owners, this was not an issue they had identified in relation to wear and 
tear. I wanted to alert others as it’s not something you’d ordinarily go looking for every day. 
Second in fitting the mounts they must go north-south. On the top bracket, each is stamped 
either “D” for driver and “P” for passenger - hmmm make sure you note this as they can kinda go in 
east-west which is not ideal and I’ll fess up – we put them in the wrong way first time. 
The job can be done on a hoist – engine removal is definitely not 
required! Removing the old mount was straight forward by supporting 
the engine and lifting it enough to enable the engine bracket to be 
removed. This enables the original mount to be removed. Tuff mounts 
are a two piece item joined by a nylon bush and bolt so they are easy to 
separate. Fit the top half of the Tuff mount to the engine bracket and 
reattach to the engine block. Then the bottom bracket was installed 
and the extra few mm of thread trimmed so as not to foul the sway 
bar. The engine can then be lowered and the mount bolted back 
together. All up cost was $350 for the mounts plus fitting. So for less 
than $500 you get peace of mind that the sump isn’t going to drop its 
lunch on the road somewhere and end up with a costly engine rebuild. 
The photo (at right) shows the driver side mount installed. 
Other changes in addition to the mounts I’ve made are the exhaust 
came out the side pods and I’ve changed it so it now exits factory style 
out the rear courtesy of Matt Dove from Wodonga Exhaust Centre. The pod exit exhaust sounded 
amazing but half an hour on the road and your ears drums were shot. Besides I really want to the 
car to look as close to factory as I can. With new boots and “7ELFIN” number plates in club 
colours, my son Morgan and I had a great time at the Winton Festival of Speed.  
 

And yes, can’t help myself but include a photo our ’07 
Clubman at Winton parked next to my other fave, a 6 
banger E38 big tank Charger. 
 
Thanks for reading and happy Elf’ing,  
 
ANDREW MANNING  member #645 
 
(....and thanks Andrew for this useful article. ....ed.) 
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MULTIPLE GOLD STAR CHAMPION A SPECIAL GUEST AT  
HISTORIC SANDOWN 

Three-time winner of the Australian Drivers’ Championship and EODC member, JOHN 
McCORMACK (right) was a welcome guest at this year’s 25th anniversary Historic Sandown 
meeting on November 4-6. John won his first CAMS Gold Star in 1973 driving an Elfin MR5 
Repco, and followed this achievement two years later in an Elfin MR6. His third success came in 
1977 driving a McLaren M23. Most of his successes came under the Ansett Team Elfin banner, 
including back-to-back wins in the New Zealand Grand Prix (1973 and ’74), and runner-up twice in the 
Australian GP. John is one of several Ambassadors – famous drivers of yesteryear who are invited along as 
special guests of the Victorian Historic Racing Register to meet the fans, sign autographs and enjoy the 
hospitality of the organising club. Others include JOHN BOWE, ALFREDO COSTANZO and BRYAN 
THOMSON. 
Other “greats” associated with Elfin who have won the prestigious Gold Star award include Kevin Bartlett 
(1968, ’69), Frank Matich (1972), John Walker (1979), ALFREDO COSTANZO (1980, ’81, ’82, ’83) and JOHN 
BOWE (1984, ’85), although JOHN McCORMACK was the only driver to win in an Elfin. 
 

BRYAN THOMSON SPEAKS AT MOSS GREEN AUCTION PREVIEW 
As a former owner and racer of the Monza Special, EODC member BRYAN 
THOMSON (left) was guest speaker at the recent Moss Green auction preview. 
The famous Australian ‘special’ was about to go under the hammer after an 
exhaustive restoration had been completed by Melbourne expert Gavin Sala. 
“Thommo” gave a well researched presentation on the car’s early history and its 
racing exploits. He had sourced photographs which were mounted and framed 
showing the car’s ownership trail, and even had one of the original number plates 
when the Monza had been road registered in Tasmania. He generously made these 
items available to the new owner. 
The Monza ‘Special’ sold for more than $240,000 – a substantial figure, although 
somewhat less than what was expected.  
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AN ENDURING OBSESSION – RON GUPPY’S LIFE IN RACING continues... 
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AN ENDURING OBSESSION – RON GUPPY’S LIFE IN RACING continues... 

Thank you to ‘Wheelspin’ magazine - SCCSA – for this article on RON GUPPY. 
  

BRIQUE’S DILEMMA  
 

Elsewhere in this Newsletter BRIQUE will inform club members of his two day trip to Adelaide, 
but I doubt he will include an embarrassing incident on day two of the Adelaide Motoring Festival. 
It was a typical Adelaide spring day as we approached the assembly point we had adopted, club 
member RON GUPPY’s undercover pit. His two vacant chairs were welcome, as was the shade, but 
Brian’s thoughts were focussed on Ron’s Historic Lola Formula Ford which he had earlier learnt 
would soon be up for sale. 
“I wonder if Ron would mind if I sat in his car?” he mused aloud. I assured him that he wouldn’t and 
without further ado Brique shed his shoes and proceeded to carefully climb over the cockpit 
perspex topped side and slowly lower his body into the narrow confines of the car. From my seated 
view behind the action I witnessed the painstaking process. All went to plan until the top of his 
head ceased to sink any lower than the top of the rollover bar. From that point on progress slowed 
dramatically until quite suddenly Brian reached his goal. 
After what seemed to be an overly long stay I observed some squirming and writhing without much 
upward vertical progress. I sat wondering how I might help Brique get himself out of the 
predicament he had made for himself without me straining something, when club member TONY 
PARKINSON appeared. Not wanting to add to the unfortunate embarrassing situation Peter took 
hold of Brian’s left upper arm and I then did the same on the right side. After what seemed to be 
an almost impossible predicament a relieved and much wiser BRIAN REED was again standing in 
the seat of the Lola. My other house guest, Chevron Publishing editor Steve Normoyle, joined us 
and proceeded to shed his shoes, adroitly step in to the little racing car and quickly slide into 
position! That evening we dined out on the incident at Brique’s expense.                                                                                         
 
BARRY CATFORD  
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MEMBERSHIP: 
 

We welcome the following new member to our club: 
 

No. 653 – GEOFF BALL (Vic.) 
Geoff hails from God’s own country – Camperdown in Victoria’s Western District, and has the ex-
GEOFF COHEN/Ross Rundle Malmark Elfin Vee originally sold to W.S. Brooke in 1971. The car has 
raced in Victoria, NSW, SA and Q’ld. as well as at Pukekohe in New Zealand in 2009 (driver Peter 
Fisher). We hope you have a long and happy association with the EODC. 

 
JOE & GRACE PROUD PARENTS OF THEIR F1 SON 
A message was sent from the club to EODC member JOE RICCIARDO asking if he would pass on 
our congratulations to son Daniel after the popular Aussie finished third in the 2016 World 
Drivers’ Championship. Realistically, no one was in a position to upstage the Mercedes outfit, 
although Daniel did manage to win for Red Bull in Malaysia and team mate Max Verstappen scored 
in Spain. Daniel should have won at Monaco – a team stuff up lost him the one every driver wants to 
win. He just missed out on a podium in the opening race of the season at Albert Park, but due to 
skilful, consistent driving went on to accumulate enough points to finish behind Nico Rosberg and 
Lewis Hamilton. Well done, Daniel! 
Joe sent back a nice message thanking the club, and wishing us all “....a great Xmas”. 
 

CLUB MERCHANDISE: Order now for Christmas! 
 

The latest EODC polo shirts (sizes  S-XXXL) and Elfin caps are now available.  Shirts are $35, caps $20, or 
$50 the pair. (Add $10 for postage and packaging). Also Elfin lapel badges ($8), cloth badges ($8), key rings 
($12), and decals ($2).  
 

Please send your orders to Cheryl (0419 581 815), reidywithchampers@yahoo.com.au  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------                 

2017 EODC MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL 
 

 

I, ......................................................................................................................  (please PRINT)  Membership No ……………… 
 
 
POSTAL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................................   P/CODE.......................  
 
ADDRESS …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  P/CODE....................... 
  
PHONE (     ) ................................(h)     (      )  .......................................(w)   MOBILE.......................................................... 
            
E-MAIL............................................................................................................................................................................................. 
wish to renew my annual membership of the EODC for 2017.   

� I enclose cheque for $25  (no cash please) 

� I have paid my membership via direct credit - Bank A/C No.  5003785   BSB 633-000   

                                                                                                                                     (Bendigo & Adelaide Bank)  
 
SIGNATURE...................................................................................................................................................................................    
� please tick if email details have changed in 2016        �  tick if other details have changed  



Return ASAP to Brian Reed, Box 447, AIREYS INLET  3231               email reidwithchampers@yahoo.com.au 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 
Name (PLEASE PRINT) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………   
Postcode…………………………Fax No……………………………………Mobile No ………………………………………………… 
Phone No……………………………………………………………(home)   …………………………………………………………(work) 
Email…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………     
I am an owner/ex-owner/entrant/driver/mechanic/enthusiast of Elfin cars.          (Please circle)  
 

CAR……………………………………………………………           YEAR OF MANUFACTURE……………………………      
CATEGORY………………………………………………        CAPACITY………………………………………………………… 
ENGINE……………………………………………………           ENGINE NO……………………………………………………… 
CHASSIS NO…………………………………………            COLOUR…………………………………………………………… 
Any other significant mechanical details? 
 
 
       
 

- HISTORY OF CAR - 
EVENTS CONTESTED (include results and dates) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PREVIOUS OWNERS (and years) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

���        Please include a photograph of your car Please include a photograph of your car Please include a photograph of your car Please include a photograph of your car         ���     
        

I wish to become a member of the Elfin Owners and Drivers Club, and 
       ���� have enclosed a cheque for $25 - membership fee (no cash please).  
          ����  have paid my membership via direct credit –  
                                 Bank A/C No. 5003785    BSB 633-000          (Bendigo & Adelaide Bank) 

 
 

Signed …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Please return to   Brian Reed                                                              or email brianreed.motorsport@yahoo.com.au 
                     Box 447 
                     AIREYS INLET 3231 
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